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1. Restriction to one off the following Inventions is required under 35 
U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-20| drawn to a method and apparatus ffor 
dewatering pastes or slurries of particulate inorganic 
material in a mold, classified in class 264, subclass 86. 

II. Claims 21-24, drawn to the product -dewatered inorganic 
article, classiffied in class 52, subclass 596. 

The Inventions are distinct, each ffrom the other because off the 
ffollowing reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process/apparatus and the 
product made by the process/apparatus ffor its practice. The 
inventions are distinct iff it can be shown that either or both off the 
ffollowing can be shown: (1) that the apparatus as claimed is not an 
obvious apparatus ffor making the product and the apparatus can be 
used ffor making a diffferent product or (2) that the product as claimed 
can be made by another and materially diffferent apparatus/process 
(MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this case the product as claimed can be made 
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by another and materially different apparatus/process such as an 
apparatus that employs a drying means to dewater the paste the slurry 
and the isostatically pressing the dried particulate into a block. 

3. Because these Inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and the search required for Group I is not required for Group II, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. During a telephone conversation with IVIr. Nydeggar on 
September 13, 2005 a provisional election was made without traverse 
to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-20. Affirmation of this 
election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 21-24 have been withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

6. Action on the merits of claims 1-20 follows: 

7. Claims 1-20 are free of the prior art. 
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8. An examiner's amendment to the record appears beiow. Shouid 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it iVIUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with IVlr. Nydeggar on September 13, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims : 

Cancel claims 21-24 without prejudice. 

9. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Stephen J. 
Lechert Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-1203. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni can be reached on 
571-272-1196. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an appiication may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 
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